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July 31, 2009

Dr. Steven Chu, Ph.D.  
Secretary of Energy
Department of Energy – DOE

1000 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington DC 20585

Re:  Grant Application for Smart Grid Investment Grant (SGIG) Program
The Energy Conservation Management Board (ECMB)
 supports the grant application that The United Illuminating Company (UI) is submitting to the Department of Energy (DOE) for the Smart Grid Investment Grant program (Funding Opportunity Number: DE-FOA-0000058).  

Connecticut has a long-standing commitment to energy efficiency, energy security and the environment.  Since 2000, the American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy (“ACEEE”) has ranked Connecticut as one of the top three states for energy efficiency.  

Connecticut has among the highest electric rates in the nation and we need to work collectively to find solutions that allow consumers to find ways to use energy resources more efficiently and effectively.  As a result, we view the conversion of our electricity delivery infrastructure into a smarter and more customer and price responsive grid as a top priority.  

The Board fully supports UI’s application in response to the competitive Funding Opportunity Announcement for Smart Grid Investment Grant Program issued by the DOE Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability.  Their proposal will also have a significant focus on Connecticut’s customers and aims to provide them with the tools, technologies and information to enable them to better control and understand electricity costs and their environmental impact.  Key features of this proposal include: 

· Delivery of information necessary for customers, distributors, and generators to change their behavior in a way that reduces system demands and costs, increases energy efficiency, optimally allocates and matches demand and resources to meet that demand, increases the reliability of the grid, reduces emissions, lowers costs, and promotes greater security and flexibility to accommodate new energy technologies, including renewable, intermittent and distributed sources.

· Focus on the creation and preservation of jobs in the state of Connecticut;

· Deployment of technologies that expand on existing advanced metering infrastructure and rate structures that have been in use by UI for many years;

· High degree of further automation of the distribution system; 

· Easier integration of distributed renewable resources providing the tools that will assist in the control of these resources.

· Integration of UI’s smart grid efforts to provide consumers with additional rate options and flexibility and to provide for better management of existing utility infrastructure. 

We believe that UI’s application will fully satisfy the goals established by the DOE for this program.  Moving forward with their proposed project will be a wise and effective use of the funds allocated for this purpose and will serve as a model for national implementation and replication.

The ECMB urges the DOE to support full funding for UI’s application, which supports the goals of the American Resource Recovery Act and the Obama Administration of stimulating the economy, creating jobs, and putting Americans in control of their energy future.  Let's make an investment that will pay off for America's future.

We look forward to hearing that you deem this application a worthy recipient of the Smart Grid Investment Grant program.

For the Board
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Jeffrey R. Gaudiosi, Esq.

Chairman

� The ECMB was established and charged with advising the state’s utility company’s administrators in the development of comprehensive annual plans to implement cost-effective energy efficiency and load management programs and market transformation initiatives.
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