
ECMB 2008 Natural Gas Conservation Plan Resolutions

I. Resolution of General Program Support

The Energy Conservation Management Board reviewed the Draft 2008 Natural Gas Conservation Plan filed with the Department on October 1, 2007 (as corrected by the revised edition of October 4, 2007) and finds that the specific programs contained in the plan are reasonable and should be approved. The Board commends the Companies for better integration of the gas and electric components than in the previous year. This includes the gas companies' entry into the C&I sector with Energy Opportunities (retrofit), Energy Conscious Blueprint (lost opportunity) and Operations & Maintenance Services as well as serving small business through the use of Energy Opportunities and Energy Conscious Blueprint program with rebate forms. In the Residential Sector, the already operating low-income WRAP/UI Helps (with Heating System Replacement) joint delivery programs and the Connecticut Housing Investment Fund low-interest loan program are being joined by the comprehensive Home Energy Solutions program offering and the High Efficiency Natural Gas Water Heating program. 

The Board looks forward to further synergies, refinements and innovations as the programs progress both through this year and ensuing years.

II. Resolution in Support of Increased Spending and Full Recovery

The Board also supports the Companies' position to consider spending additional funds in 2008 if: 1) customer response and natural gas energy efficiency measure opportunities are higher than the Companies originally anticipated; and 2) the resulting total expenditures exceed the Plan’s budget combined with any funding available through the excess gross receipts tax; and necessitates additional funding recovery from ratepayers through the existing Conservation Adjustment Mechanism (“CAM”) including full recovery of all applicable carrying charges.
Because there remains some uncertainty, clarification on the gross receipts tax language crafted by the legislature and how much this will supply to the programs is still required.

III. Resolution in Support of Timely Review and Approval

The Board recognizes that with increased energy prices the Companies can anticipate strong demand for these programs but are faced with the uncertainty of funding inherent in the legislatively mandated funding mechanism. This may require the Companies to provide interim funding recoverable through a CAM as well as the escrowing of funds that may provide interest that would come back to the programs.  For these reasons, the Board would request the Department to review and approve the plan in an expeditious manner

