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State of Connecticut

Energy Conservation Management Board

Request for Written Comments and Public Input Meeting

Regarding Enhanced Demand-Side Management Technologies

To be Offered by Energy Efficiency Partners

Written Comments Accepted Up to and Including During the Course of the Meeting 

September 20, 2007

Public Input Meeting: 

Thursday, September 20, 2007; 10:00 am - 1:00 pm

Legislative Office Building, Room 1C

300 Capitol Avenue

Hartford, Connecticut 06106

The State of Connecticut Energy Conservation Management Board (ECMB), in consultation with the Connecticut Clean Energy Fund (CCEF) and the Department of Public Utility Control (DPUC), is seeking written comments and public input on enhanced demand-side management technologies that could be deployed by Connecticut Energy Efficiency Partners to reduce electric distribution company customers' electric demand.  The ECMB is requesting written comments on or before September 20, 2007 and has scheduled a public input meeting for September 20, 2007 for oral comments.

Background

Below are excerpts from Public Act 07-42 that summarize the purpose of the legislation and provide the definition of “Energy Efficiency Partner.”  Section 94 of the Public Act, which concerns Energy Efficiency Partners, can be found at the following link:

http://www.cga.ct.gov/2007/ACT/PA/2007PA-00242-R00HB-07432-PA.htm
(1) "Connecticut electric efficiency partner program" means the coordinated effort among the Department of Public Utility Control, persons and entities providing enhanced demand-side management technologies, and electric consumers to conserve electricity and reduce demand in Connecticut through the purchase and deployment of energy efficient technologies; 

(2) "Enhanced demand-side management technologies" means demand-side management solutions, customer side emergency dispatchable generation resources, customer-side renewable energy generation, load shifting technologies and conservation and load management technologies that reduce electric distribution company customers' electric demand, and high efficiency natural gas and oil boilers and furnaces; and 

(3) "Connecticut electric efficiency partner" means an electric distribution company customer who acquires an enhanced demand-side management technology or a person, other than an electric distribution company, that provides enhanced demand-side management technologies to electric distribution company customers.

ECMB Evaluation and Approval of Enhanced Demand-Side Management Technologies

Section 94 (b) of the Public Act states:

(b) The Energy Conservation Management Board, in consultation with the Renewable Energy Investments Advisory Committee, shall evaluate and approve enhanced demand-side management technologies that can be deployed by Connecticut electric efficiency partners to reduce electric distribution company customers' electric demand. Such evaluation shall include an examination of the potential to reduce customers' demand, federally mandated congestion charges and other electric costs. On or before October 15, 2007, the Energy Conservation Management Board shall file such evaluation with the Department of Public Utility Control for the department to review and approve or to review, modify and approve on or before October 15, 2007.

ECMB Request for Written Comments and Public Input

The ECMB requests that written and oral comments address the following topics and questions:

1. How should “enhanced demand-side management technologies” provide added value to Connecticut, above and beyond the value currently being provided by existing programs and initiatives (including but not limited to Conservation & Load Management/CEEF, CCEF, and DPUC programs) available to electric customers?

2. What specific technologies should be considered as “enhanced demand-side management technologies?”  Which specific technologies might you, as a potential participating customer or potential Energy Efficiency Partner, propose?

3. Should “enhanced demand-side management technologies” include a variety of measures and approaches, such as:

a) New technologies or measures;

b) Technologies that are available and tested but not fully commercialized;

c) Comprehensive and multi-resource approaches that package several technologies for a customer, as in integrated projects; and/or Technologies that are not commonly implemented in the CEEF or CCEF programs?

d) Technologies that are not commonly implemented in the CEEF or CCEF programs?

4. Should preferential treatment or incentives be offered to any enhanced demand-side management technologies, which employ renewable technologies or methods?

5. Should Energy Efficiency Partners funding be available to fund studies or analysis to assist customers in developing and analyzing the costs and benefits of potential Partner projects, particularly for integrated projects (see 3c above)?  If so, what should be the maximum cost of such a study funded with Partners funding?

6. What specific criteria should be used to evaluate and approve “enhanced demand-side management technologies” for Energy Efficiency Partners?

7. What responsibilities and requirements should Energy Efficiency Partners have to meet in order for technologies and projects to be approved?  For example, please comment on the following, at a minimum: Partner demonstration of performance and cost-effectiveness (i.e., the burden of proof regarding technology performance), product and installation warranties, assumptions of responsibility (indemnification), and interconnection requirements.  

8. Should the renewable energy partners be required to participate financially in order for the projects employing their technologies to be approved?

9. What performance standards, measurement and verification (M&V) standards, and reporting requirements should be required for Energy Efficiency Partner projects and “enhanced demand-side management technologies?”  Initially, the ECMB believes that the technologies should be required to meet the same performance, M&V, and reporting standards of measures implemented in the C&LM/CEEF and CCEF programs.

10. Which cost-effectiveness test(s) should be used to evaluate “enhanced demand-side management technologies” to “ensure that all ratepayer investments maintain a minimum two-to-one payback ratio?”  Also, how should reductions in federally mandated congestion charges be incorporated and/or addressed in the cost-effectiveness test(s)?

11. How should receiving funding (past or present) from both the C&LM Fund and the Energy Efficiency Partners program (which is prohibited by the legislation) and program shopping be prevented?  How should these concerns be monitored, and by whom?

12. Should the Demand Reduction Value of an Energy Efficiency Partners project be required to be enrolled or bid into the ISO-NE Forward Capacity Market (FCM)?  If so, who should be responsible for submitting the documentation to ISO-NE, and who should receive the FCM revenues?

Note that it is crucial for the ECMB to receive information on the above questions and issues in mid-September, in order to complete the evaluation and approval of eligible technologies.  The evaluation and approval by the ECMB is at the beginning of the process, this process is on an expeditious schedule, and the legislation did not specify that opportunities to add approved technologies later in the process would be possible.

Written comments, preferably in MS Word, will be accepted up to and including during the course of the meeting.

Joel N. Gordes

ECMB Technical Coordinator

38 Brookmoor Rd.

West Hartford, CT 06107

(860) 561-0566

jgordes@earthlink.net

Individuals or organizations wishing to make oral comments at the public input meeting are asked to notify to Joel Gordes, ECMB Technical Coordinator, at the email address or phone number above.
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