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Subject to Revision Minutes D1

Energy Efficiency Board

September 8, 2010, 1:00 pm 

        Department of Public Utility Control

10 Franklin Square          New Britain, CT 06051
ECMB Attendees:  Chair-Rich Steeves; Jeff Gaudiosi; Ron Araujo; Jamie Howland; Pat McDonnell; Dick DesRoches; Prof. Alex Sommers; John Dobos; Michael Wertheimer; Neil Beup; Rick Rodrigue.

 .

Not in Attendance:; Shirley Bergert; Dale Williams; Kevin Hennessy;   

Other Attendees: Arthur Marcelynas; David Goldberg; Harry Cullinane; Jeff Schlegel; Kim Oswald (by speakerphone) Joel Gordes.
1. Process












Agenda and Minutes. Chairman Richard Steeves called the meeting to order at 1:01 pm. He requested that David Goldberg be moved to an earlier slot in the agenda. On a motion by Jeff Gaudiosi with second by Dick DesRoches the minutes were approved with Neil Beup, John Dobos and Ron Araujo abstaining.

Public Comments Meeting. Scott Schaake of US LED Lighting Solutions addressed the Board concerning his product which has been used in the first LED lighted building in Connecticut  owned by Rudy Mazurosky , a publisher in western Connecticut. He demonstrated the ability of the a T-8 LED tube light and informed the Board that at this time no rebates are available for them even though they can provide a 34% reduction in energy use for lighting and last for 50,000 hours. A number of questions were asked by Board members pertaining to this product. Mr. Mazurosky, the building owner, spoke highly of the product and praised the business-oriented solution it offered. It was also noted that the utilities already provide incentives for LED lighting including at Mark Twain House and various supermarkets but that this product may fall outside certain parameters. Rich Steeves requested the Companies look into this and provide a report to the Board.

RFP for Board Coordinator. Jamie Howland said that he had marked up the initial draft for the Technical Coordinator RFP and noted that there were four major enhancements that included: 1 encouraging use of administrative staff; 2) remove the program design aspect from the duties; 3) oversee Board filings; and 4) have a role in outreach and awareness. Neil Beup noted that on some of the latter suggestions entail a large degree of difference from past practice including previous discussions on the interaction of the Board with the Legislature which has been left to the Chair and Vice-chair. Jamie Howland responded that this was written in answering request from state agencies and others and not in any capacity as a lobbyist. Neil Beup said there should be limitations on a non-Board member representing the Board and the Fund. There was also further discussion on clarification that the position would be for a consultant rather than a full time employee of the Board which may not be either legal or desired. The Companies noted that the position should not include facilitation involving regional coordination as that is a function they already exercised. Jamie Howland responded that what he has provided is a draft with a number of still fuzzy areas that need to be discussed further.

Suggested Changes to the Roadmap Process.  Joel Gordes explained that a draft of the Roadmap Process and bylaws have been sent to the Board and they are still awaiting initial comment by members on where and how they should be amended. It was noted that it would be the Executive Committee to eventually deal with the redrafting of this document and that Shirley Bergert, who is currently on vacation, is extremely interested in providing input for this document. Neil Beup suggested there be a meeting of the Executive Committee, in person, to get the ball rolling on the redrafting. 

2. Outreach, Marketing & Other  









Review of Outreach and Marketing‑Related Matters. Review of Pubic Events. Ron Araujo and Pat McDonnell each provided a rundown of major events taking place over the next several weeks and noting there is a great deal of activity taking place within their service territories at many and varied events.

Remarks by the DPUC .Mr. Arthur Marcelynas of the Department of Public Utility Control addressed the Board on marketing activities and the need to continue to promote and build awareness about the energy efficiency fund and some of the positive changes the Department has witnessed over the last several months on marketing activities. He said the Department has observed that recently produced ads and promotional material regularly references the energy efficiency fund as the sponsor of the programs and limits any reference to regulated utilities. He offered kudos to those who are responsible for scripting this material. That being said, he noted that this transition from past practices is not yet complete and there is a need to be attentive to subtle messages going forward and offered examples on setting. He referred the Board to several pages of a handout he had compiled showing various program advertisements. He suggested that the utilities be references as "partners" or in "partnership" rather than noting that the fund is administered by the utilities.

Smart Living Center Interim Order/Update. Jeff Schlegel reminded the group that the Department had issued an interim order pertaining to the Smart Living Center that had suggested a continuation of the operation as it is in Orange, CT location if UI is able to secure a two-year lease. Pat McDonnell said that the order was very helpful in persuading the leasor to reduce the time span of the lease. Rich Steeves noted that it is difficult in these hard economic times to get firm commitments when the economic situation is so volatile. Pat McDonnell offered that while a major upgrade is not possible they hope to facilitate some changes including the ability to open up some larger meeting space. Rich Steeves noted they should also be looking at upgrading some of the displays although he expressed some doubt of whether the fund would be able to continue due to the Legislature confiscating the funding. Some further discussion took place on this latter point.

Web Site Upgrade. Joel Gordes informed the group that while some progress is taking place, there have been varied opinions on how much information the proposed website should provide. Earlier discussions that concentrated attention on the side as an outlet for Board-related materials has grown to include links to other sites that provide greater information on the programs themselves, availability of financing and other programmatic aspects. He expects the discussions to continue once Shirley Bergert has returned from vacation.

3.  2009-2010 Planning for Future Activities  


 
 



Response to CCEF Letter on Communities Cooperation. David Goldberg of the Connecticut Clean Energy Fund (CCEF) addressed the Board on the prior communication made by his group for joint action involving their ongoing efforts with the EE communities program and suggested a sit down together. Rich Steeves noted this issue had come up at the Home Energy Solutions (HES) meeting that very morning. Jamie Howland noted that it is important to get services to the towns. Jeff Schlegel suggested that there are for specific eeCommunities points that need to be made. These include: 1) refinements of the community plans text that meets the proper balance. 2) the need for a communications document on how the program will work with the towns and what they will provide; 3) define the relationship between the vendors and communities (including defining what a "community" is); and 4) clarify coordination between the EEB and other groups including the CCEF and Neighbor to Neighbor program. The utilities said they would take up Mr. Goldberg's offer to meet with them.

Evaluation. Kim Oswald informed the group that the draft Evaluation Plan that is before them still contains some leftover language that needs to be corrected that will be sent out later in the day and will also change the 2011 table so it will be easier to read. Discussion ensued on the inadequacy of the budget to pursue all evaluations. Rich Steeves noted that evaluations should be a part of the budget and the Department should know what it takes to meet their expectations in this area. Rick Rodrigue made the point that they had recently met with US EPA to discuss how to get energy efficiency included within the state implementation plans (SIPs) and how this requires quality evaluation in order to provide credibility and receiving credit for the measures taken. Further discussion took place on some of the details pertaining to C&I and residential evaluations needs.

State and Federal Legislative Update.   Jamie Howland said there was little to report and he said the word on the Home Star program is not positive

Residential Committee Report. Update on Loan Program (Pie Chart). Ron Araujo reported on the loan program noting that there has been a great deal of activity including 142 loans, 68 pending, 157 funded with 4% under review and 20% that declined to go forward. On the latter he said there is no breakdown on the reasons for this as yet but they are attempting to obtain that. Discussion then turned to the need for lower sources of capital as the program still entails a 40% buydown of the loan rate by the fund which makes it expensive.

Report on HES Activities. Letter to Mr. Handau on Homeowner Subsidies. Rich Steeves noted that Mr. Handau's situation to come up during the eight she has meeting that morning with one vendor noting that home owners installing some of their own measures may be a viable option if the program is relieved of a liability that might issue from that. A letter has been sent to Mr. Handau but no response as yet been received.

2010-2011 Plan and Budget.2010. 2010 IRP Decision .Jeff Schlegel noted that the Companies are still involved in making compliance filings from the last docket. He continued that there is no final IRP decision but the Board's comments were submitted and the orals took place this past Friday. It appears the Department will stand by the draft decision noting that since there is no capacity need to will be no increased activity for the efficiency fund. Jeff Gaudiosi he added that the Connecticut Energy Advisory Board (CEAB), on which he serves as Vice-chair, also clarified that they favor the A-ACE scenario. Rick Rodrigue noted that, in essence, the DPUC had ignored Section 51 of PA 07-242 calling for obtaining all achievable cost-effective energy efficiency. Jeff Schlegel said although some reference in the Board comments was made in passing to that legislation most of the comments related to the savings that could be achieved or ratepayers by instituting that scenario.

2011 Electric & Gas Plan Schedule/Milestones. It was reported that the Companies and the consultants are working "feverishly" and one of the added elements for working with communities is that it would provide a greater number of partners to the Fund that could be helpful if the legislature decides the amount further raids on the money. Jeff Schlegel said that the consultants recommend support for the budget that has been provided in today's package of materials although evaluation funding may still be subject to amendment. John Dobos said that the gas Companies are requesting greater funding for 2010 which will drive the following year figures higher. Further discussion ensued on the increase in funding for the gas Companies.

Base Scenario. Jeff Schlegel noted this was originally related to the IRP and suggested they not submit a revised scenario which could be submitted at a later time with long-term goals. Further discussion took place on the use of a total resource as versus the electric systems test and how the fun continues to file with both of them. He also noted that an official technical session had not taken place but they did have a meeting with a Department staff person to discuss issues. This also led to a further discussion on fuel switching and the question of whether the Department supported or did not support this. Mr. Harry Cullinane of Clover Corporation brought up that in docket 05-07-14,  the Department came out in support of fuel switching where it could be shown to reduce electric peaks. 

Resolutions. Jeff Schlegel noted that resolutions from previous years had been circulated with a request for input that would tighten and sharpened this document. Jamie Howland had sent in a list. Rich Steeves said there was a need for input on this within the next week and the Board would be looking for whether certain resolutions from the past should be: 1) resubmitted; 2) changed; or new ones created. Jeff Schlegel continued that it is the intent to redraft the resolutions into a tighter document possibly no more than four pages. We'll be up suggested that four to five pages may not tightly focused the issues enough. Rich Steeves suggested that the Board get back to Jeff Schlegel with the ones they feel are most important and the consultants will come up with the resolutions from those suggestions. Neil Beup added that people should suggest their top three items from which those could be compiled.

Public Input Document. The public input document was discussed with Jeff Schlegel noting another version is ready to go out since the Companies had finished their portion and consolidated it. The next version would contain the consultants' comments.




.

Budget. Ron Araujo reported on the CL&P budget noting that of the $122 million budget, $91.8 million had been expended resulting in $31 million on expended. Rich Steeves noted that it is unfortunate that the fund is not able to transfer the funding between the Companies since United alumina hating at expended all of its funds and had some programs curtailed
3. Other













There being no further business the Board adjourned at 3:13 pm
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