
[image: image1.png]e N

CONNECTICUT

ENERGY EFFICIENCY FUND

www.CTEnergyinfo.com




Meeting Minutes  
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10 Franklin Sq.      New Britain, CT 06051

Meeting Documents Available at 

http://www.box.net/shared/n7vg43un5n
ECMB Attendees:  Chair- Jeff Gaudiosi; Vice-Chair Rich Steeves; Ron Araujo; Roger Koontz; Pat McDonnell; Shirley Bergert; Prof. Alex Sommers; Rick Rodrigue; Dale Williams; Joe Crocco; Mike Wertheimer; Neil Beup; Dick DesRoches; Kevin Hennessy.

 .

Not in Attendance:

Other Attendees: Jeff Schlegel; Les Tumidaj; Joel Gordes.

1. Process

Agenda and Minutes. Chairman Gaudiosi called the meeting to order at 1:04 pm and requested additions to the agenda. Seeing none, he requested the Board to review the minutes of the last meeting and offer amendments. None were offered and on a motion by Shirley Bergert with a second by Rich Steeves the minutes were approved with Neil Beup abstaining. 

Public Comment. Frank Fennel of Opto Generic Devices reintroduced himself to the group as he had presented his product several years ago. He explained that it is a patented, affordable closed-loop system which has a constant blower fan in operation that matches velocity with the heating needs and availability and by doing so provides greater efficiency, less cycling and better balance of the distribution of air delivered. He mentioned there have been two new developments including: 1) an independent test lab results showing 30% savings; and 2) a strategic partnership with Enalysis Corp. from California. He noted they have completed a project with Pacific Gas and Electric Corp. and he would be willing to show the analysis of the results. Alex Sommers said the 30% savings is substantial and inquired how this was determined. Frank Fennel responded that it is the average of the various test situations which ranged from the teens to 40%. Frank Fennel noted he has been in contact with Sam Fankhauser of Northeast Utilities and will send additional test results. Ron Araujo inquired how do they intend to market the device. Frank Fennel responded they are going through licensed and trained HVAC personnel. An official of Enalysis added that they have developed a network which they hope to expand to the East Coast. He said it is not a question of whether the device works or not but how well does it work. Shirley Bergert inquired whether this is for retrofit applications only to which Mr. Fennel responded it is applicable to new installations too and Carrier Corporation has incorporated its use.

John Gorham introduced himself to the Board noting he has worked with Rich Steeves and others on the HES working group. He provided some background on his past experience and involvement with development of the ConnSave program with Cornerstones' director, Dr. Charlie Wing. He provided information on a new interior storm window that has already been approved by NYSERDA and NSTAR and noted he has also met with UI personnel who, while they have some concerns, are trying it out. He described the system 

(see www. windowtherm.com) and provided information on the advantages it has over competitors. Rick Rodrigue asked how it is attached to a window. Mr. Gorham responded there are two methods that can be used including a flush mount and as an insert. Kevin Hennessy inquired on the cost to which he responded it would be $7-$10 per square foot and noted the actual sizing and measurement is a costly part of the product/service.

Martin Klouse of Interior Window Systems noted his development takes a different approach from Mr. Gorham's in that it uses small magnets in conjunction with plexiglas that allows it to snap into place. He said it is currently undergoing the patent process but does not employ a hermetic seal yet adequately adds an insulated layer while not allowing the fogging of the inner surfaces of the windows. He noted that schools are a particularly good candidates for retrofit with this product and he is seeking incentives of approximately 20% to offset the cost. While not an inexpensive insert, because it needs custom trim and magnets, it does come with a lifetime guarantee and has an attractive appearance. He noted in modeling of the Trumbull school, it shows an 18% reduction of oil use. Rich Steeves inquired whether any additional energy efficiency projects had taken place at the school to which he replied a new roof had been installed. Rich Steeves asked whether any lighting or HVAC improvements had been made but Mr. Klouse said he was not aware of such improvements.

At this point in the meeting Chairman Gaudiosi announced Roger Koontz would be retiring from the EEB. Roger Koontz was then presented with a certificate noting his many years of duty and value to the EEB. Chairman Gaudiosi said that Roger has set a great example of active Board involvement and that he has personally learned a great deal from him. He thanked him for his service noting the Board has come a long way and Roger was instrumental in getting it to its current position and that, indeed, he was "too good to roast all at once."  Roger Koontz reiterated that the EEB has come a long way partly as a result of having rotating chairmanships that have helped with the remarkable degree of agreement but also tempered with an appropriate amount of controversy. [Applause.] Chairman Gaudiosi said Roger will be missed but they look forward to working with Jamie Howland who will take over the Environment Northeast duties for Roger.

2. Outreach & Marketing. 

Review of Outreach and Marketing. There was a recap of the Marketing Committee meeting a week ago. Ron Araujo distributed a letter that will be used when a check is sent out to a program participant that explains the nature of the Energy Efficiency Fund (EEF). Jeff Gaudiosi added that it was decided to use such letters in lieu of a logo being placed on the actual incentive check. Ron Araujo also distributed a revised letter to go to legislators which added CMEEC to it to inform legislators of the Home Energy Solutions (HES) program and urged them to advise their constituents of its availability. Ron Araujo noted the $75 co-pay is still an issue but the upcoming DPUC decision may reduce or eliminate it and the letter will be held until that is determined. Jeff Gaudiosi also noted there was a very favorable article in the Hartford Business Journal referring to EEF as well as several other releases that have been picked up. He brought up the point there will be a transition in reference to the Fund toward using the name "Energy Efficiency Fund" or EEF and "Energy Efficiency Board" or EEB  to further distinguish the group from the Connecticut Clean Energy Fund.

Ron Araujo further informed the EEB that a series of large customer meetings will be held with the large C&I vendor rollouts. Let's Tumidaj said he had observed one rollout and it was well attended with about 200 people present. Pat McDonnell noted the "Shining Solutions" program, used as a fundraiser, has been initiated by Techniart which has operated lighting fairs and has an outlet store in Collinsville. He went on to say there is also an Appliance Rebate Program funded under the ARRA (Stimulus) which is providing $3.8 million. It was also noted the large customer meetings will take place on February 2nd, 26th and 28th.

Annual Legislative Report.  Peter Ptak informed the group the Annual Legislative Report (ALR) is moving along on schedule which has been more aggressive than in prior years. He noted there will be a draft design provided to UI on the following day and hoped to have a version available for the EEB to review by January 20th. Kevin Hennessy inquired whether the document goes to all legislators or just some in certain positions or committees. Jeff Gaudiosi noted it went to all members but many are not yet aware of it or the EEF. Pat McDonnell inquired whether there might be an opportunity to present the results to the Energy and Technology Committee as did the Clean Energy Fund? Jeff Gaudiosi said this has been discussed in the past and the Marketing Committee has talked about an event centering around the ALR. Ron Araujo added they hope to come up with a much shorter version of the ALR that would provide just the highlights. 

Revisions to Grade #2 and #3 eeSmarts Materials.   Kristen Brooks and Rebecca Meyer presented on modifications to the eeSmarts curriculum. Kristen noted it is now better aligned with the State science requirements for grades two and three and has changed a great deal in areas pertaining to fossil fuels particularly with erroneous references to dinosaurs. She noted  The Writing Company, a company out of Cambridge, MA, has aided in this and have been an excellent resource. There has also been a Teachers' Advisory Panel and student review of printed materials which are now ready to distribute. Rebecca Meyer distributed examples of the teacher's guides which lists those who have contributed and provided additional details on the content including information on energy from the sun, nutrition, recycling, etc. Kristen also reminded the group of the annual essay contest coming up and they are looking for judges from the EEB. Shirley Bergert inquired how these educational initiatives tie in with the Institute for Sustainable Energy's grades 9-12 offerings. Rebecca Meyer responded they are in touch with Laurel Kohl at ISE. Pat McDonnell complemented them on doing a great job and noted they are working with Town of Hamden on the HES Partnership kickoff scheduled for January 25th. Rebecca Meyer brought up that they are involved with the town of Wethersfield which has signed on to a Conservation Challenge program and will be holding several meetings in connection with this and the distribution of weatherization kits as well as providing outreach for HES. She noted the HES vendors will give the task force $25 for each sign up they obtain. Joe Crocco inquired whether they are also engaging with natural gas savings as well to which Rebecca responded yes as well as water usage.

3. 2008-2009 Planning for Future Activities
State and Federal Legislative Updates. Chairman Gaudiosi said not much was taking place at the state level and requested Roger Koontz provide any information on federal actions. Roger Koontz said some climate initiatives at the federal level are underway and noted Home Star is a new initiative that would deliver services similar to The Home Energy Solutions program. Shirley Bergert cautioned that it is important the Board stay on top of bringing federal dollars into the state. Jeff Schlegel added there is some discussion on climate change bills and other initiatives and inquired whether the utilities in Connecticut are plugged into national activities. Ron Araujo said he was unsure but noted they had won the RFP from the Department of Economic and Community Development to deliver weatherization services statewide with $18-$19,000,000 of funding. Rich Steeves inquired how much of the ~$12 million the EEF is supposed to receive has actually come through. Ron Araujo responded they had received $900,000 through December which would mostly be used for those homes and businesses heated by oil.

Consultant Committee. Roger Koontz reported the Consultant Committee had reviewed the budget and plans and found it to be over budget by $33,000 which needs to be reduced by cuts to the three consultants who submitted plans higher than last year's plans. They would have a choice to either reduce their amount by fewer hours or lowering of their billing rate. Further discussion ensued on allocations from the gas companies and CMEEC including evaluation cost-sharing and in the course of dialogue it appeared the consultant budget may only be over by $23,000. It was also noted the amount charged to the gas companies has been deficient for the last two years. On a motion by Shirley Bergert and a second by Dale Williams a vote was taken to have the Consultant Committee move forward on these issues. Jeff Gaudiosi asked if someone might be willing to take over Roger Koontz's position as chair of the Consultant Committee. [No responses.]

Residential Committee. Shirley Bergert said there had been no January meeting but one is scheduled for February. They are still pursuing financing options with on the bill repayment.

Commercial and Industrial (C&I) Committee. The C&I Committee would be meeting on the following day and so no report was given.


End of Year Budget Report. UI indicated it would provide its end-of-year report at next month's meeting. Ron Araujo reported CL&P had spent $50 million which was just above the forecast and left $23 million unexpended. He also noted the revenues had exceeded the projections by approximately $2 million and additional Class III resources provided another million dollars. Richard Steeves noted that would add to the 2010 budget but they do need to avoid the ups and downs. Ron Araujo also reported they had seen an increase in activity toward the close of the year commensurate with an uptick in the economy. He said they would be starting off with $6-$9,000,000 worth of projects going into 2010 and some would exceed the existing caps so they are seeing the market respond but it will take time. Alex Sommers asked about the nature of the large projects coming in. Ron Araujo responded they are involving controls, chillers, and lighting but are involving a more comprehensive approach rather than just a single technology. Les Tumidaj said that is the direction in which they want the program to go; broader and deeper. Shirley Bergert said that such a large surplus could present a political problem. Jeff Schlegel recommended that at the next meeting a more detailed progress report on the budget surplus should be addressed and discussion take place on potentially using some of it for a loan loss reserve fund.

2010 C&LM Plans. Jeff Gaudiosi said they have not seen a draft decision yet but hope to see it soon and brought up the question of the status of the Public Input document. Jeff Schlegel said the original document with the utility recommendations had been filed with the plan and  most of them concerned community-based initiatives. No formal position has been taken on  that issue on an individual basis and since the docket has already closed, they could await the Department decision and take this up at a later time. Jeff Gaudiosi said they would go with what has been filed.

2010 IRP Update, Energy Efficiency Scenarios. Jeff Gaudiosi informed the group the 2010 Integrated Resource Plan (IRP) had been submitted to the Connecticut Energy Advisory Board (CEAB) and the utilities and their consultants had done an amazing job of putting it together. Concerning energy efficiency, the plan recommends greater activity and provides two options. One would increase the mill rate to 3.7 mills/kWh and another to 5.6 mills/kWh. There is agreement to generally move forward but at the same time there are issues with tinkering with the mill rate and rate pressures. He said there is a need to investigate other ways to obtain federal funding and other sources such as RGGI before any rate increase is proposed. Jeff Schlegel provided some additional details noting the CEAB has 90 days in which to review it during which time they will have written public input by January 25th and a public hearing on February 11th at which the EEB should provide comments. He noted it is more than just an issue paper and is a document that is even more important than the annual plans as it goes into detail on six different resource strategies plus nuclear which was technically outside the timeframe of the document. He noted that due to the reluctance to raise the mill rate, it provides another reason to look deeper at financing options although he notes  the targeted scenario actually reduces rates in spite of a slight mill increase while the all-achievable scenario does result in a slight rate increase to the ratepayers while reducing total customer costs. Roger Koontz distributed a document prepared by Environment Northeast  that summarized the cost and benefits of some of the DSM scenarios in the IRP and noted that as much action as can be accomplished now should be taken since there will not be another plan until 2012. He noted not only are the customers savings significant (see document online at http://www.box.net/shared/n7vg43un5n ) but reductions in pollutants are also significant as would be job creation and recirculation of the money in the local economy providing a multiplier effect. Joel Gordes asked whether if NOx attainment cost more from other sources or actions, would it not be a justification to take the more aggressive DSM approach which would conceivably cost less. Jeff Gaudiosi brought up the point if the mill rate were increased to 3.6 or 5.7, it might make in the total dollar value of the fund more attractive to be taken for deficit reduction. Roger Koontz added no one would recommend an immediate increase to the higher spending level but this would be something that would take place incrementally over the long term, possibly when the economy is in better shape. Mike Wertheimer said the Attorney General's office would be concerned with any rate increase as the cost in Connecticut for electricity is already extremely high. He noted it all adds up and there is a public outcry so it becomes a matter of not that we don't care about energy efficiency but we must live with what we can afford. Shirley Bergert said that every household that is below the federal poverty level, which mostly includes those are elderly or disabled, pays 85% of their gross income to meet their energy needs. Jeff Schlegel said these points highlight energy efficiency as an investment. The added value of NOx attainment or carbon cost would impact the economics but the way it is viewed currently is overly narrow. They will look at alternative options for funding rather than rate increases although if that were done there could be safeguards built in for low-income to hold them harmless. Jeff Gaudiosi said they would begin to formulate some comments for the IRP and get them out for review to the Board.

Smart Living Center Task Force. Rich Steeves reported the SLC Task Force had a teleconference with a majority of the utilities participating and are recommending a teaming approach as was taken with the Science Center. They looked at the alternatives available in light of the history, evolution, the shutting down of the CL&P's facility, science museums filling some of the same roles as SLC, re-examining the mission and as a facility for addressing meeting needs for the EEB and other energy-centered organizations.
EEF/CCEF. Rich Steeves reported the two funds had met in December and it was agreed before any residential PV application could be considered, they would be required to undergo an HES audit/install process. Rich Steeves said he thought this would be advantageous as people seem to be more interested in renewable energy and less so in energy efficiency even though the latter is more cost-effective. Ron Araujo added there has also been joint effort between the two funds in connection with the Zero Energy Challenge program where they are taking an integrated approach.

Maximum Achievable Potential Study. Jeff Schlegel said he believed the final electric portion of the Maximum Achievable Potential study would be completed in about two days.

Evaluation.  Jeff Schlegel recapped the presentation on the residential central air-conditioning evaluation that had taken place in the morning.  While the study showed less peak coincidence and, therefore, less load reduction than expected, other factors mitigate that result.  Unfortunately, the study was conducted during a year with an unusual weather pattern.  There were few days of hot weather and most of those days occurred during June when many customers had not yet started using their air conditioners.  The extent to which those factors contributed to the lower demand and coincidence results cannot be determined without additional study. 

4.
Other

Joe Crocco informed other members of the EEF of a recognition event that is tentatively scheduled to take place in mid-February  in conjunction with a Energy Conscious Blueprint project at Northeast Electronics in Milford. The project will improve the energy efficiency of the business which is involved in a glass to metal sealing process.

There being no further business, the Board adjourned at 3:26 pm.
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