[image: image1.wmf]Viridian
To:
ECMB

From:
Kim Oswald, on Behalf of the ECMB Evaluation Committee

Date: 
August 22, 2007

RE:
Evaluation Committee Report
Progress on the following program evaluations has been achieved from mid-July through mid-August:

Standard Practice in C&I Design RFP

RLW was selected to complete this study that focuses on the architects, designers, and suppliers who are important players in the design process to determine: (1) when in the design process efficiency decisions are made (2) what players are most involved in the decisions (3) how the utilities can support efforts to increase efficiency.  The kick-off meeting was held on July 11.  Since then, RLW has interviewed program administrators, developed interview guides and begun scheduling interviews. 

Residential Lighting Persistence - Regional

A regional Evaluation Working Group is now conducting a study of the persistence of CFLs placed under direct install programs.  Nexus Market Research is conducting the study.   Data have been collected and NMR is beginning the inspection process.

Demand and Energy Savings in Residential Lighting

Since most lighting going into homes both now and in the future is purchased through markdown programs at point of purchase, it is especially difficult to determine (1) who is buying (2) what products (3) installing them in what sockets, if any, and (4) using them for how many hours per day.  This study will develop an initial sample and develop means for the program managers and/or evaluators to continue developing samples.  Then the study will determine energy savings and coincident demand savings for the lighting installed.  This has been initiated as a CT project, but other utilities in the region will join the study, allowing us a richer data set per dollar expended.  A final draft RFP has now been written and distributed to the regional Evaluation Working Group members for final changes before its release to bidders.

Ductless Heat Pumps: Energy and Demand Savings; Customer Satisfaction

Earlier this summer, an RFP was released to bidders to capture information on the efficiency performance and ambient characteristics of Ductless Heat Pumps.  That RFP attracted no bids.  During the utility planning meeting August 11, the ECMB consultants and utility evaluation teams conceived a plan to assess the Pilot program in 2 locations where units are concentrated.  That RFP is currently being developed with plans to begin the study before the start of the winter peak season.

Market Assessment of the C&I Sector, Gas Utilities

This study will characterize the commercial sector of natural gas customers to assess opportunities for future efficiency programs. The RFP will be released shortly.

