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To:
ECMB

From:
Kim Oswald on Behalf of the ECMB Evaluation Committee

Date: 
March 2, 2007

RE:
Evaluation Committee Report

 Progress on the following program evaluations has been achieved in February:

O&M Services Program 

Nexant Consulting is the contractor for the Impact and Persistence evaluation of the O&M Services Program.  After much delay, a first draft was provided on November 28, 2006.  This draft required significant work to improve both analysis and presentation.  A second, and much improved, draft was provided on February 5.  Subsequent conversations with Nexant led to some additional modifications.  I anticipate study completion during March. 

Standard Practice in C&I New Construction

The ECMB consultants and representatives from the CL&P and UI released an RFP concerning standard practice for energy features in new construction and major renovation projects. These issues are important because experience with the Energy Conscious Blueprint (ECB) program strongly suggests that a significant portion of new construction/major renovations projects have not complied with Connecticut’s new building code. 

The RFP went out to bid on December 15 and proposals received on February 29.  Proposals revealed a very broad range of both methods and costs for the project.  The range led the ECMB consultants and utility representatives to go back to discussion of what information is truly needed.   During March, a contractor will be selected or the RFP will go back out for re-bid.

Persistence of Savings from Residential Lighting Measures

The opportunity has recently arisen for Connecticut to join the Massachusetts utilities in a study of persistence of saving from residential lighting measures. The study will look at measure life in terms of equipment failure rates, measure retention, and possible increased saturation. We had scheduled a study much like this for 2008; however the opportunity to cost-share and gain increased sample sizes is very attractive.  This matter will be brought to the Evaluation Committee shortly.

PRIME

The PRIME assessment of methodologies and savings results was completed in December.  The report went out as a Connecticut-only volume because of methodological and definitional disagreements between the contractor and the NUP consultant.  However, it was brought to my attention that the document contained several references concerning its production for both states.  We are currently examining possible alternatives to clarify what utility is represented in the report. 

