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April 27, 2009

RE:
Development of a Municipal Federal Energy Stimulus Toolkit by a Connecticut Energy Efficiency and Clean Energy Working Group

To Governor Rell:

The Connecticut Energy Efficiency Alliance, a group of organizations focused on advancing energy efficiency and clean energy in the state, would like to offer some suggestions in regards to the access to and preparation of appropriate application materials for the Energy Efficiency Conservation Block Grants (EECBG) by Connecticut’s municipalities.

Over the course of the past several weeks, through our various interactions with municipalities across this state, we have found that they are:

· Confused – regarding information about the processes and application requirements; 

· Overwhelmed – concerning the application and number of technical components to it, including calculating CO2 emissions, energy savings, and the number of jobs created, and the need for a strategic plan and adhering to a rigorous reporting process; and

· Not Focused– on the opportunity presented by the EECBG as many have devoted all of their staff resources to address immediate local budgetary issues and concerns.

As you have acknowledged, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) provides Connecticut with a significant opportunity to advance our goals and leadership in energy, environment and economic development.  To that end, Connecticut’s municipalities will need assistance in preparing the necessary application package for EECBG funding.

To ensure that municipalities not only have the information, but the necessary tools to effectively plan and apply for EECBG through ARRA, the Connecticut Energy Efficiency Alliance suggests that the state consider the immediate establishment of a Connecticut Energy Efficiency and Clean Energy Working Group.  The sole purpose of this working group would be to prepare an application package toolkit and provide direct assistance to Connecticut municipalities to enable them to plan and complete the best and most thorough applications for direct formula, sub-grants and competitive federal energy stimulus funding with a particular focus on EECBG – see Appendix I for suggested members of the working group.

This working group would be responsible for:

1. Guidance Documentation – developing a simple and consistent set of guidance documents and instructions for towns to use that outlines the key points that they need to understand and the steps that they need to undertake to be successful in this process – including guidance in calculating jobs created or retained, energy savings, CO2 savings, and other metrics required for the application package;

2. Sample Programs – providing access to a sample set of municipal programs for consideration including those for municipal facilities, the local residents within the community, small business and non-profit assistance, and other key areas important to the state and local municipalities that are consistent with our statewide goals and objectives;

3. Template Application – developing a model application for municipalities to use to help them prepare the best and most thorough applications for the EECBG; and

4. Outreach and Advice – proactively contacting municipalities of all sizes and offer them the opportunity to ask questions and share concerns and frequently asked questions with all municipalities.

This information would be invaluable to municipalities that are currently considering applying for the EECBG, but do not have the available resources to understand the process or the time to spend figuring out how to develop an application package for funding.  We would point the state’s attention to the work of California as a model process for keeping stakeholders informed as to the opportunities presented by the ARRA – www.energy.ca.gov/recovery/meetings
The ARRA provides our state with direct funding of over $127 million through the State Energy Program ($39 million), Energy Efficiency Conservation Block Grants ($25 million), and Weatherization Assistance Program ($64 million).  To ensure that municipalities are engaged and prepared to participate in the EECBG program, the alliance believes that a Municipal Federal Energy Stimulus Toolkit would go a long way towards assisting them through this application process, including funding requests for:

· Direct Formula Grants – the $14,929,400 designated for 26 municipalities by the DOE whose applications have to be submitted by June 25, 2009; and

· Sub-Grants – the $9,593,500 managed by the state to involve 143 of the small towns in sub-grants that are no less than $25,000 each and a regional projects energy grant program whose applications must be submitted to the state by September 15, 2009.

There is also the opportunity to access the $2.5 billion that will be made available nationwide that the DOE will administer through competitive grants and other financing for energy and climate-related programs.   By working to establish regional collaborations now, Connecticut can develop a highly competitive proposal for federal funding later.  This presents additional opportunities for our state to access these important resources!

The Connecticut Energy Efficiency Alliance, like the State of Connecticut, seeks to demonstrate how effective, innovative and competitive programs in our state can set a national example.  We believe that our municipalities could benefit from more ongoing support to understand the process, to identify opportunities for local programs and initiatives, and to prepare the best and most thorough application package for EECBG funding possible.

As the time for municipalities to act is now, the Connecticut Energy Efficiency Alliance stands ready to support the State of Connecticut’s efforts to develop a Municipal Federal Energy Stimulus Toolkit and to reach out to municipalities to support their work in advancing clean energy and energy efficiency in our communities.

For further information, please contact either Roger Smith, Campaign Director of Clean Water Action (rsmith@cleanwater.org or 860-232-6232) or Kerry O’Neill, President of Earth Markets, LLC (kerry@earthmarkets.com or 203-258-2550) 

Sincerely,

The Connecticut Energy Efficiency Alliance

Cc: 
Mary Anne O’Neill and Matt Fritz, Connecticut ARRA Coordinators

Ray Wilson, Office of Policy and Management

Timothy Bowles and Lise Dondy, Connecticut Clean Energy Fund

Jeff Gaudiosi and Rich Steeves, Connecticut Energy Efficiency Fund

Appendix I

Suggested List of Members for the 

Connecticut Energy Efficiency and Clean Energy Working Group

In addition to our organizations, the following is a list of suggested working group members that would be invited to support the development of Municipal Federal Energy Stimulus Toolkit:

· Connecticut Clean Energy Fund

· Connecticut Conference of Municipalities

· Connecticut Energy Efficiency Fund

· ICLEI

· Institute for Sustainable Energy

· Office of Policy and Management

ALLIANCE MEMBERS





Clean Water Action





Connecticut Fund for the Environment





Connecticut League of Conservation Voters Education Fund 





Earth Markets, LLC





Efficiency 2.0





Environment Connecticut





Environment Northeast





Institute for Sustainable Energy





North East Energy Efficiency Partners 





SmartPower











