Connecticut Legal Services

A Private Nonprofit Corporation
Shirley Bergert, Director, Public Benefits Task Force

872 Main Street P.O. Box 258 Willimantic, CT 06226--258

Telephone (860) 456-1761 or 1-800-413-7796 (client toll-free line)

Fax (860) 456-7420

e-mail SBergert@ConnLegalServices.org

Shirley Bergert

Director of

  Public Benefits  Task Force

Anne Louise Blanchard

Litigation Director

Cheryl Diane Feuerman

Bet Gailor

Joelen J. Gates

Myklyn Mahoney

Samuel T.D. Neves, Jr.

Wendy W. Wanchak

Attorneys at Law
Thomas W. Cratty, Jr.

Laurel J. Freeman

Paralegals
Administrative Office

62 Washington Street

Middletown, CT  06457

(860) 344-0447

Mitchell Pearlman

Board Chair
Steven D. Eppler-Epstein

Executive Director
Law Offices

211 State Street

Bridgeport, CT 06604

587 Main Street 

New Britain, CT 06051

153 Williams Street

New London, CT 06320

20 Summer Street

Stamford, CT 06901

85 Central Avenue

Waterbury, CT 06702

872 Main Street

Willimantic, CT 06226

Satellite Offices

(call for office hours)

5 Colony Street

Meriden, CT 06451

62 Washington Street

Middletown, CT 06457

98 South Main Street

South Norwalk, CT 06854

564 Prospect Street

Torrington, CT 06790

155 West Main Street

Rockville, CT 06066

[image: image2.png]



[image: image1.png]



To: ECMB members

From: Shirley Bergert

Re: Retreat – residential and low-income issues

Date: August 2, 2007

I won't be at the retreat. For the first time in my professional life, I am taking 3 weeks off and leaving the jurisdiction, so coming to a meeting isn't an option. I've had reservations for months. I'm sorry to miss the retreat -- really.

The following are my concerns regarding residential generally and low-income residential: 

1) Low-income customer revenues should never subsidize any other customer category.  

2) Residential customers should receive a fair share of conservation benefits.  We have talked about moving to parity by class and we need to get there. When I return, the residential committee needs to have a meeting to discuss residential conservation program innovations required by the new energy statute. 

3) We need to ensure UI and CL&P are improving low income programs in concrete ways to address the evaluation we had conducted. 

4) We need to look at closer coordination of high use energy assistance recipients, participants in companies' arrearage forgiveness programs, and conservation programs, and the companies need to set up effective internal referrals. If we could arrange to get this coordinated with vulnerable Department of Social Services clients (the poorest individuals in the state with high levels of elderly, disabled and young children), this would strengthen efforts. 

I am also concerned about the Education Committee treatment of ISE. I spoke briefly with Bill Leahy and asked him to let me know his response to program and budget adjustments sought by those present at the last meeting with him -- I am concerned the changes may not meet the requirements of the relevant DPUC decision.

Rich Steeves has my proxy for any meeting I miss in August for all purposes.  Use it wisely. Thanks Rich!

